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[But] when I think of my own journey into music, especially my childhood journey, what I
remember as most powerful about this beautiful art form is what it revealed to me about the
existence of a world far beyond myself... and beyond the lives of the people around me... and
most of all beyond and behind that wall of mirrors.

A writer friend once wisely said to me: Don’t write about what you know. Write about what
you don’t know.

Or as the great Russian formalist Shklovsky put it: “Make it strange”!

Music it seems to me is an art peculiarly well-placed to make... and reveal... strangeness.
And when we go back to that hoary old question about how music connects to life, the
strangeness of both should be part of the answer.

As a coda, I would add that strangeness, far more than familiarity, can contain within itself
the power of prophecy. And that can be important.
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Beautifully strange, and strangely beautiful.
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